EAUSTNO1CESUTIAN

i 1 - ZLE

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY = THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
PAGES . PAGE13 PAGE 19 PAGE 25 PAGE 31 PAGE 37 PAGE 43



VUE cover story [
She arrests cop bias

or her first television series,
Faclre:;s Kyra Sedgwick jumps
right inta a snake pit.

As ClA-trained detective Brenda
Johnson in “The Closer,” she is
brought in to lead the LAPD's
Priority Murder Squad, much to
the chagrin of the old boys who
have been toiling in this Byzantine
deathhouse,

The part, says Sedgwick,
“speaks to what it's like for women
in the workplace, because it really
is a man's world."

The series, which premieres
tomorrow at 9 p.om. on TNT, is
from Greer Shephard and Michael
M. Robinson, the creative team
behind FX's “Nip/Tuck.” Former
Los Angeles District Attorney Gil
Garcetti, who served during the
O.J. Simpson trial, is a consultant
for the show.

Sedgwick's Johnson, who hails
from Atlanta, is blonde, perky and
possesses heaps of that signature
Southern honey. The men at the
squad — including Assistant Police
Chief Will Pope (J.K.Simmons),
Captain Taylor(Robert Gossett)
and Detectives Flynn and Sanchez

By MARISA GUTHRIE

with no allies.”

Johnson is a Southern belle with
a steely side. She's brilliant at ex-
tracting confessions from suspects
in the witness box, but never for-
gets her manners.

“She still says, ‘Please’ and
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man, Sgt. David Gabriel (Corey
Reynolds). takes his time warming
up to her. The only ally she seems
to have is an old friend from her
past, FBI Agent Fritz Howard (Jon
Tenney).

But Johnson isn't ruffled by the
hostility — so strong that, in the
series premiere, every member of
her squad puts in for a transfer.

“It's wonderful to be in a high-
up position when people don't
want you to be [there],” says
Sedgwick. 1 find it interesting to
see her maneuver and navigate

“I humanize her,” says Sedg-
wick., “People hear a Southern
accent and they think redneck or
stupid or they think she’s going to
be a pushover. And she's none of
those things.

“She has that Southern hospi-
tality that | think people find very
disarming. I like that about her.”

She also has her share of quirks,
the most visible of which is an ad-
diction to sweets, In the first epi-
sode, she gazes with the longing
of a lover at a glazed doughnut.
And when she finally finds the
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courage to pluck the confection
from the box, she hides in her of-
fice to eat it.

“I think she’s going to stay very
true to her oddball-ness,” says
Sedgwick.

S0 how does a quirky female
police chief handle a squad full of
surly men?

You definitely don’t become one
of the guys.

“She's still very much a wom-
an,” says Sedgwick. “She still
wears skirts, She doesn't hide her
sexuality. She's a woman who is
strong but who can also be very
vulnerable.

“I really feel like | want to use
this opportunity to show women to
themselves,” she continues. “A lot
of the women I see on TV, I don't
recognize them.

“We're supposed to look a
certain way, dress a certain way.
We're supposed to be very suc-
cessful but not too successful.
We're supposed to be vulnerable
but not let our feelings show. It's
very complicated.” [ |

“The Closer” airs tomorrow at
9 p.m. on TNT.
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